
ST HELENS POINT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEETING13TH DECEMBER 2015
11am at Hillcrest Caravan Park Amenities Room.

MINUTES

MEETING OPENED: 11.02am

WELCOME & APOLOGIES: Cathy Crosswell, Dick & Lorraine Ruse, Janette Drew & Gary Farrant, Bob 
Foulkes, Tony Lawson-Brown, Royce & Gaye Darling, Barry Thompson, Judy Thomas, David & Jean 
Brigden, Bill Daly

CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES (Aug 30th as Oct 25th was deferred until today) 
Moved Debbie Napier              Seconded Peter Werner

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES: Nil

CORRESPONDENCE:
OUT:
1. MAST re jetties needing repair

2. Congratulating General Manager John Brown & team for the work done on the corner of St Helens Point 
Rd and Tasman Highway.

3. John Brown re the white lines not being done in October as we were told.

4. General Manager, Mayor & Councillors, in response to Kristina Freshney’s email on the 18th August 
addressing our request for a footpath along St Helen’s Point Rd up Aerodrome Hill, pointing out  that 
building a footpath may be difficult but is necessary for our safety and that the temporary “safe haven” 
currently has obstructions. Action required: Put in request for maintenance.

5. Letter to Mayor & Councillors re importance of Jetties to St Helens.

6. Barry LeFevre in response to tourist signage near Stieglitz boat ramp pointing out it would be better to 
have it near the scout hut as tourists often go no further.

7. Letter to Star FM re 4 notices for Dec Meeting

8. Article for Coastal Column November issue re our AGM meeting and mentioning input by Barry LeFevre, 
Polly Buchhorn and Alan Flintoff. 

9. Letter to request Tom Gordon to be guest speaker outlining points we would like addressed. 
Action: Constable Chris Smithurst came to address us instead.

IN:
1. MAST (Jim Caulfield) saying they would only be involved if demonstrated the jetties had maximum 

benefit for boaters. Link to website given for more information.

2. John Brown thanking us for the great feedback

3. John Brown saying he referred the matter of the white lines to the work’s manager, Stephen Yam. (John 
has consistently tried to speak to Stephen, leaving messages & emails, with no response.)

4. Reply to matter of Footpath from Mayor Mick Tucker explaining that the land slip zoning is making the 
provision of a footpath difficult and they would endeavour to keep the “Safe Haven” clear.

5. Reply to matter of Footpath from Hannah Rubenach-Quinn saying there are landslip difficulties, she 
would leave it to the mayor but would keep an eye on this matter.

6. Barry LeFevre thanking us for our positive remarks and asking our opinion re additional signage in 
Stieglitz publicising attractions to tourists.

7. Invitation to Buck& Joan’s book launch “Wanted, Martin Cash of Van Diemen’s Land

Inward  endorsed                and outward accepted          

TREASURER’S REPORT $1643.90 Moved: Peter Werner. Seconded: Debbie Napier. 



ST HELENS POINT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION
GENERAL MEETING13TH DECEMBER 2015
11am at Hillcrest Caravan Park Amenities Room.

MINUTES
GENERAL BUSINESS:
I. Treasurer to outline action re oversight at the last AGM of not receiving and adopting the Annual 

Financial Statements so that they can be submitted to Department of Justice. 
Deferred until next meeting because Treasurer David Brigden was absent.

UPDATE FROM COUNCILLOR
Kylie Wright updated us on Council related matters as follows:
• JETTIES: Rotary has written a stern letter to the council. If BODC doesn't take them over, Rotary will close 

them. Council has more courses of funding than Rotary. It will happen, but no commitment from Council 
yet.

• TRANSPORT SAFETY FORUM was held but only 6 people attended. Poorly advertised. Points made were
• Shoulders of roads need to be sealed to cater for the increase of cyclists.
• Problem of safety issues caused by Chinese Tourist drivers. Education program on TV, driving 

information brochures in Chinese to be issued by airport hire car companies.
• 3 NEW BUSINESSES: New fresh foods cafe in Soul Foods vacated premises, cafe next to IGA, bicycle 

repair shop in former crepe shop.
 
GUEST SPEAKERS:
Constable Chris Smithurst gave an interesting and informative talk, starting with his background as a local 
boy and going on to speak about his involvement with the local youth. He finds the best way to manage them 
is to get to know them personally, develop a friendly  relationship. 

1. When and what action should residents take for issues such as noise control during summer 
periods with numbers of fifty or more holiday makers camping around individual rented shacks? 

Report any disturbances to the police. However, Break O'Day is a big area and often it takes them a long 
time to get there. Also, the noise-makers see them coming and are quiet when they arrive. If the numbers in 
rental homes are a problem, report this to the Real Estate Manager, as there should be some sort of 
number-of-residents clause in the agreement. Be aware, the person who signed the lease is the person who 
is responsible for any disturbance. So if you have noisy family or friends using your place, you will be the one 
held responsible.
2. What should residents do about the frequent riding of off-road vehicles in residential areas and 

along Georges Bay Beach?  
They are usually hard to identify because of their helmets and have usually gone by the time the police 
arrive, so observe where they come from. The police will call and have a chat to the parents. It is illegal to 
ride these vehicles anywhere, but on private property. 
3. Problem of residents’ safety: With no safe walking/ riding/ pram paths: several blind spots on 

hills; and heavy holiday traffic of vehicles towing huge boats; tourists inexperienced  with 
Australian on-the-left-hand-side-driving-requirements; drivers ignoring the speed signs and 
travelling over 80kph in the 60 zone particularly going north between Moriaty Street up the hill to 
Akaroa Ave; vehicles speeding along the gravel road near the dunes and entering St Helens Point 
road without reducing speed; all of these factors put residents frequently in danger as they use 
their right to walk along the side of St Helens Point Road. 

Ran out of time to answer.
4. Are the police aware of the dangers residents experience each day without safe walk paths and 

what are they doing to address this problem? 
Ran out of time to answer

  
NEXT MEETING, 28th February 11am at Hillside Caravan Park  Amenities Room

MEETING CLOSED at 12:10pm

ATTENDANCE 17

The Meeting was followed by BBQ at the Hillcrest Caravan Park. Members brought their own meat and a 
salad or sweet to share and 11 people attended.


