ST HELENS POINT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION

GENERAL MEETING  25 OCT 2015

11am at Hillside Caravan Park Amenities Room.

MINUTES

MEETING OPENED: 11:20 following AGM.
VISITORS Councillor Barry LeFevre, Deputy Mayor John McGivern and his wife, Ruth.
APOLOGIES: Barry Breers, Peter & Shelly Ronald, Mayor Mick Tucker, Maureen & Bill Mason, 

Due to the fact we had 2 guest speakers waiting to address the meeting, and the requirement to finish the meeting as close to noon as possible, it was unanimously decided to defer the General Meeting until the next meeting date of Sunday Dec 13th 2015.

GUEST SPEAKERS:

I. Councillor Barry LeFevre.

A. Weed Problem: Ansons Bay has also been taken over by weed and there are no oysters there now. This illustrates the effects of too much weed. Fortunately George’s Bay is not in that position yet. However there are changes in the fishing populations in our bay. Luderic and garfish are scarce. Flounder have also gone. They did come back but have left again. One theory was, that the dabs  had been all eaten by a huge school of Blackback (salmon) that visited the bay some time ago. On the bright side fishermen have noticed an increase in King George Whiting which like the weed but are caught in the remaining sandy patches amongst the weed.

I. Council Matters: 

I. Australia Day is coming up and Citizen of the Year Awards. Two Categories of Citizen of the Year (The person must be 27 years of age on or before the 26 January 2016) and Young Citizen of the Year (this person must be under 27 years of age on or before the 26 January 2016).  We are invited to nominate someone.

I. Fire Control It is predicted to be a bad season. Council was holding a fire awareness workshop today to educate the public.

I. Lions Park Intersection Asphalt is being applied this week.

I. East Coast Region Tourism has dramatically increased this year which good for the economy.

I. Urgent amendment to the rules to allow for use of the Treloggan Quarry for stone for the sole purpose of lengthening the training wall.

I. Blessing of the Fleet at 2pm this afternoon.
Questions: 

· Is it worth holding a forum to look at the health of the bay?

There has been a lot of research done on the bay and plenty of material can be found on the web. Michael Hayley of Gone Fishing Charters is worth inviting as a Guest Speaker because he is an expert on fishing in the bay.

· The jetties are in frequent use by locals as well as a vital tourist attraction, but are in poor repair. What is being done about this?

The BOD Council has recently taken over the responsibility from Rotary, for jetty 355 at Kirwins beach. Barry suggested we write to BODC supporting and congratulating them for their initiative, stressing the importance of jetties to the community, locals and visitors alike. Beth also added that tourists, being able to freely fish from such a selection of jetties, was totally unique because other countries require licenses for fishing and access to fishing spots are controlled. Therefore these jetties are unique and a vital tourist attraction and must be maintained at all cost.

2.
Allan Flintoff

•
Allan was a local commercial fisherman for 30 years and has been involved in a number of aquaculture enterprises and activities over the years working in and on Georges Bay

•
Concerned about the health & future of Georges Bay.


•
Local oyster industry directly employs about 30 people but provides employment to many others around the region.  Generates about $6 mil and has a positive economic flow-on effect to the local economy. (The total wealth generation of this industry, from farm gate to consumer would be 4 times that)

•
About 1/3 of income goes on ancillary expenses (which is flows money to the community), 1/3 on employees wages and 1/3 gross profit. 

•
Georges Bay started being exploited in the 1884s  when native oysters were dredged from the bay, devastating the bottom. In 1990 there was estimated to be 30 million flat oysters (Ostria Angazi) in the bay. This oyster is closely related to the European flat oyster Ostrea Edulus.

•
In 1950s the Pacific oyster was introduced by the CSIRO. Faster growing than the native oyster and faster maturing, a much better commercial proposition. Native oysters take too long to grow and for 6 months are out of condition, and cant be eaten then. The industry is now providing a good quality oyster much in demand.

•
Spat for local farmers are grown in a local nursery and also exported to SA.

•
Oyster are filter feeders, filtering algae from the water and converting it to meat and shell.

•
Algae absorb oxygen from the water for own growth.

•
 without reduction of algae by the filter feeders like oysters, excess of algae would reduce oxygen levels in the bay possibly making it barren.

•
Heavy rain events in 2004 (200mmm) resulted in the bay being flooded with fresh water causing everything down to 2metres depth to die. It is estimated that 380 tons of filter feeders died. This dead marine life rotted and fertilised the effected areas accelerating sea grass growth.  Starting with this stimulus the weed is multiplying effecting the flow of the tide. Recently, with flooding at Pyengana, the bay was closed because of the fresh water conveying various pollutants pouring into the bay. When heavy rain occurs , storm water pours through illegal plumbing of storm water into the sewage system causing the sewage to overflow into the bay, closing the oyster farms. Reference to NRM North Report on “ Nutrient Inflow “ into bay from Georges River catchment ( rivers, farmland, plantation) . * Reference: “Water Quality in the Georges Catchment Report”


•
Filter feeders, including oysters, are important to the bay because they keep the water clean, even filtering out the poisons that are washed into it. That is why they are monitored so stringently and their harvest is closed when adverse conditions threaten their quality. We can be poisoned by oysters because we eat the whole of the animal including their stomachs, whereas we gut fish removing any poisons that are in their stomach and gut.

•
All licensed aquaculture business operators spend $5000/lease or license for water monitoring each year and have a stringent compliance regime. Regular testing for coliform, poisonous algae, fresh water.

•
Testing for water quality for chemical & bacterial/ microbiological compliance.

•
Problems of sedimentary run offs and phosphate pollution are well documented as it occurs in many waterways around the world, eg. loss of many shellfish bed in some states in the US through water degradation, causing excessive algae blooms.

•
Heavy algae growth has caused the bottoms of bays , e.g. in the USA, to putrefy. Oysters can remove this algae to restore the bay to health.

•
Remedial action taken by local authorities in these states to re seed with shellfish these degredated bays should be considered, and best practice noted. Our authorities do nothing and consider the problems of the bay to be “an act of nature”.

It should be noted, its not the seagrass thats the problem, its the conditions that lead to its spread i.e. high nutrient levels in the sediments and heavy sedimentary runoff. As more people move into the catchment areas pollution, caused by storm water inflow (collecting pollutants and depositing them into the bay), has and will continue to grow. 
                                                               Questions :
Question from the audience:
Some locals have expressed the opinion that the excess seagrass/weed growth is due to, or at least partly due to the commercial growing of oysters in the bay, listening to your presentation, that certainly does not seem to be the case, are there any negative effects from growing the oysters on the bay?
Allan Flintoff:
The positives outweigh the negatives incredibly. There is a massive amount of nutrient flow in the bay and the oysters take more out than what they put back in. Just like the Forest Industry pushes the forests to be carbon sinks, the oysters a also pretty good carbon sinks, they take a lot of carbon material out of the water and convert it into meat and shell. There are now massive amounts of phosphates in the bay, I recall the bay used  to have lots of firm sandy bottom, we had lots of flounders around, now, there are some sandy patches further out near the mouth, otherwise the bottom is covered in weed and grass and  feels “squishy” to walk on. Also the flow of water of each tide is restricted by the weed and could be effecting the bar way. 

Audience remarked:
the population around Akaroa has increased significantly over the last 10 years and people are using and discharging much more fertiliser and phosphate containing products now, some of which no doubt end up in the bay.
Question from the audience: 

Is the phenomenon of algae bloom that we now hear about  so often an overload of nutrients ?
Allan: No, it's a phenomenon we don't yet understand. Lots of algae such as  algae tamarense, the one we are concerned about, were introduced in ballast water from ships when discharged in tasmanian waters.

 Lively discussing followed  & applause for the speaker.
NEXT MEETING, Sunday Dec 13th 11am at Hillside Caravan Park  Amenities Room

MEETING CLOSED 12:15      

ATTENDANCE ?

